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Thank you for your interest in South ²ƻƭŘǎΩSixth Form. We are a small Post-16 centre 
offering an academic curriculum of around 26 different A Level subjects including an Arts 
Pathway. We are small in size but big in terms of the opportunities, experiences and 
personal support that we offer to our students. As a Post-16 team we feel very privileged 
and proud to be working with students at this key stage of their education and supporting 
them on their journey through A Level study on to university or the world of work.

During Year 11 you may feel under great pressure to make a decision about your plans for 
Post 16 Education. It is important that you make the right choice for you. Choosing to 
continue your education at The South Wolds Academy Sixth Form is a positive choice. 
Selecting the right programme of study or combination of courses can be extremely difficult, 
especially if you do not have any clear ideas about your future aspirations, but there is still 
much for you to consider at this stage to make your final choice of courses well informed. 

For a start, you should talk to your subject teachers and personal tutor over the coming 
weeks. Aim to get a realistic assessment of what you are likely to achieve in the final 
examinations and match them with the range of Post 16 courses on offer. Also bear in mind 
the entry qualifications for a range of courses at Higher Education (University) or for job 
applications because this will influence your combination of Post 16 courses. 

To study A Level at The South Wolds Academy and Sixth Form you must achieve at least six 
GCSE passes, two at Grade 6 or above and four at Grade 5 or above (The South Wolds 
Academy Policy 2022/23). 

In order to study Maths or Science A Level you must have achieved at least a GCSE Grade 6 
in Sciences and a Grade 6 in Maths. 

Over the coming months we will be taking the opportunity to talk to you before the GCSE 
examinations and during an intensive induction programme after the examinations, to help 
and guide you onto the appropriate courses. 

As a general rule, students will be expected to undertake three A Level courses in Year 12, 
continuing these A Level courses in to Year 13. Core Maths AS Level or Further Maths A 
Level may be studied in addition to this. The selection of four subjects may be considered 
for some students. 

At the head of each subject entry you will find guidance about the qualifications necessary 
to gain entry to each course. These may vary from subject to subject but due consideration 
will be given to all students on individual merit. 

Students entering The South Wolds Academy Sixth Form from other institutions must 
provide proof of their GCSE or GCE Applied qualifications before embarking on the courses. 

If you are studying any of the courses listed below, and you are not studying A Level Maths, 
we highly recommend you select AS Core Maths as an option:

Biology, Business, Chemistry, Computer Science, Economics, Physics, Product Design or 
Psychology

If you have any questions please contact Mrs Capewell, KS5 Senior Performance Leader 
jcapewell@southwolds.uk
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The Art and Design Pathway is a perfect course for anyone who is creative and looking to 
study an Art and Design based subject at university (graphic design, illustration, 
photography, textile design, interior design, fashion etc.) 

We are able to offer students a mini art foundation, by allowing them to study 3 (or 4) Art 
and Design based A Levels. 

The subjects we may offer are*: 

Å Fine Art (which includes drawing, sculpture, painting and digital arts) 
Å Graphic Communication (which includes commercial graphic design and graphic 

illustration) 
Å Photography (which includes animation and film making) 
Å Art Textiles (which includes fashion and printmaking) 
Å Product Design 

*Subjects will only run if they attract sufficient candidates to be viable 

The entry criteria for this pathway is different to our usual sixth form entry requirements. 
We ask for a Grade 6 or above in an Arts subject and 5 further GCSE passes at Grade 4 and 
above, including English and Maths. 

It is worth noting that you are also able to study one or two of our Art and Design subjects 
alongside our other A Level subjects if you would like to, so for example you may like to 
combine Computer Science and Maths with an Art and Design subject in order to pursue a 
Computer Games Design degree. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
qualifications you may need. If you just love doing creative subjects, choose our A Levels and 
then let them lead you to your future pathway! All of our Art and Design subjects 
consistently achieve outstanding results, so you are very safe in our hands!
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The Art & Design 
Pathway

9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧ



Fine Art
Qualification studied for: A Level 
Length of course: Two years 
Examining body: AQA 

Entry requirements to this course: 
At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Art is desirable. 

What will I study? 
Year 1 You will spend the year developing key skills in a range of media (painting, 
drawing, printmaking, mixed media and digital work). You will then develop your 
preferred media into small focused projects. You will learn how to make relevant 
connections to the work of others. Essentially this is the development year in preparation 
for the A Level in year 2. Year 2 Component 1: Personal investigation This is a practical 
investigation supported by written material. The investigation will be a coherent, in-
depth study developing a sustained investigation from an initial starting point to a final 
realisation. The written element is a structured response of between 1000 and 3000 
ǿƻǊŘǎΦ /ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ нΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
externally set questions and develop this into a body of work. Following the preparatory 
period you will complete a fifteen hour exam. 

How will I be assessed? 
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !v!Ωǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƛǎ сл҈ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ 
set assignment 40% of your final grade. 

Areas of study within Fine Art: 
Å Drawing and painting
Å Mixed-media, including collage and assemblage
Å Sculpture
Å Ceramics
Å Installation 
Å Printmaking
Å Moving image and photography. 

You will have your own studio space in the Sixth Form Art Studio. You will work in your 
studio during lessons. It will also be available for your use during personal study. 

Career paths: 
Fine Artist, Craft Artist, Architect, Art Director, Arts Therapy, Curator, Costume Design, 
Fashion Design, Graphic Design, Illustration, Interior Design, Landscape Design, Model 
Making, Photography, Web Design, Animation and Motion Picture, Automotive Design, 
Ceramicist, Product Design, Visual Merchandising, Teaching, Advertising, Sculptor, 
Jewellery Design, Art Historian, Set Designer, Make Up Artist and Furniture Design. 

For further information please contact: Mr Jackson Art@southwolds.uk
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Graphic Communication
Qualification studied for: A Level 
Length of course: Two years 
Examining body: AQA 

Entry requirements to this course: At least a Grade 6 in GCSE Art or a D&T subject is 
desirable. 

What will I study? Year 1 We believe that the most important quality you need to develop is 
your creativity. The course covers a broad range of traditional techniques including drawing 
and visualising, painting and mixed media. The use of typography is integral to all projects, 
either hand rendered or computer generated. Professional graphics packages are used 
throughout the course, with a focus on Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop on this course. 
There will be opportunities to develop animation and Web Design skills. The course is 
carefully structured to develop the skills you need and then gives you more freedom to 
develop your strengths and interests. Students produce work ranging from mixed media 
illustration, even using 3D elements, to web design. The meaning and message of the work 
and the way that it communicates distinguishes this subject from other specialisms in art 
and design. Year 2 Component 1: Personal investigation This is a practical investigation 
supported by written material. The investigation will be a coherent, in-depth study 
developing a sustained investigation from an initial starting point to a final realisation. The 
written element is a structured response of between 1000 and 3000 words. Component 2: 
9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
and develop this into a body of work. Following the preparatory period you will complete a 
fifteen hour exam. 

How will I be assessed? 
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !v!Ωǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƛǎ сл҈ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ 
assignment 40% of your final grade. 

Areas of study within Graphic Communication:
Å Digital Design
Å Mixed-media, including collage 
Å Drawing and Painting
Å Typography 
Å Packaging Design
Å Web Design/Animation/Photography
Å Printmaking 

Career paths: 
Graphic Designer, Marketing, Advertising, Art Director, Creative Director, Film and Video 
Editor, Arts Therapist, Curator, Fashion Design, Journalism, Illustration, Interior Design, 
Landscape Design, Model Making, Photography, Web Design, Animation, and Motion 
Picture, Automotive Design, Product Design, Visual Merchandising, Teaching. 

For further information please contact: Ms Aston DT@southwolds.uk
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Photography
Qualification studied for: A Level 
Length of course: Two years 
Examining body: AQA 

Entry requirements to this course: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Art or a similar subject is 
desirable 

What will I study? 
Year 1 You will spend the year learning how to use an SLR camera and develop your images 
through Photo-shop. You will learn how to make relevant connections to the work of others. 
Essentially this is the development year in preparation for Year 2. Year 2 Component 1: 
Personal investigation This is a practical investigation supported by written material. The 
investigation will be a coherent, in-depth study developing a sustained investigation from an 
initial starting point to a final realisation. The written element is a structured response of 
between 1000 and 3000 words. Component 2: Externally set assignment You will choose 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
Following the preparatory period you will complete a fifteen hour exam. 

How will I be assessed? 
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !v!Ωǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƛǎ сл҈ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ 
assignment 40% of your final grade. 

Areas of study: 
You will develop one or more of the following:
Å Portraiture 
Å Landscape photography 
Å Still life 
Å Documentary photography 
Å Fashion photography
Å Experimental photography
Å Multimedia
Å Photographic installation
Å Moving image (video, film, animation) 

The Art Department does have some cameras that can be provided but it is advised if at all 
possible to acquire your own SLR camera. This does not have to be an expensive camera; 
refurbished SLR cameras are an affordable alternative. 

Career paths: 
Photojournalism, Forensic Photography, Medical Photography, Documentary Photography, 
Fashion Photography, Experimental Photography, Multimedia, Moving Image (Video, Film 
and Animation). 

For further information please contact: Mr Jackson Art@southwolds.uk
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Textiles
Qualification studied for: A Level 
Length of course: Two years 
Examining body: AQA 

Entry requirements to this course: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Art or a similar subject is 
desirable 

What will I study? 
Year 1 consists of two units. One of the units is set from a starting point of your choosing 
(this is essentially your coursework), you will study a range of artists and designers to inform 
your work. You will be introduced to a wide range of experimental processes and 
techniques to enable you to develop your work. You will work in a sketchbook and produce 
a final product; this could be anything from garments to sculpture. The second unit is 
essentially your exam. You will choose from one of five themes, starting themes given by 
the exam board. You will have your own studio space in the Sixth Form Art Studio. 
Throughout the course you will have the opportunity to work with Artists and Designers 
during workshops as well as participate on exciting trips. 

How will I be assessed? 
You will be assessed on your ability to develop ideas, experiment with media and processes, 
record your ideas in your sketch book and produce final pieces. You will be given written 
and verbal feedback weekly. During unit two you will attend one to one weekly meetings 
with your tutor to help review your work and plan what to do next.

Areas of study:
Å fashion design
Å fashion textiles
Å costume design
Å digital textiles
Å printed and/or dyed fabric and materials
Å domestic textiles and wallpaper
Å interior design
Å constructed textiles
Å installed textiles.

Career paths: 
An A level in Art Textiles is useful to lots of career paths a few of which are: Fashion Design, 
Interior Design, Costume Design, Theatre Design, Fine Artist, Graphic Design, Curator, Arts 
Director, Photography ςincluding fashion, Fashion journalism, Architect, Surface designer, 
Textile designer, Jewellery design, Fashion buyer, Merchandising, Trend forecaster, Tattoo 
Artist and Teaching to name a few. 

For further information please contact: Miss Giugno DT@southwolds.notts.sch.uk
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Art and Design : Textile Design may not run or may run under Art and Design : 
Fine Art if numbers are low. 



Biology

Qualificationstudiedfor: A Level

Lengthof course: Twoyears

Examiningbody: AQA

Entry requirementsto this course: Minimum of a Grade6 in either GCSEScienceTrilogyor

GCSEBiology,plusaminimumof aGrade6 in GCSEMaths.

Whatwill I study?

Year1

§BiologicalMolecules

§Cells

§Organismsexchangesubstanceswith their environment

§Geneticinformation

Year2

§Energytransfer

§Changesin internalandexternalenvironments

§Genetics,Populations,EvolutionandEcosystems

§Thecontrolof geneexpression

Howwill I be assessed?

Three examined units at the end of Year 2, including questions on relevant practical skills.  

Working towards passing the Practical Endorsement Award, a separate qualification to 

Biology A Level, in which your teacher will assess you over the two year course.

Careerpaths:

Biology has some relevance to most careers which involve either people, animals, chemicals 

or land.  A Level Biology is widely accepted as a qualification for Higher Education.  A Level 

Biologists frequently go on to study a   variety of Biological science degrees including Biology, 

Biochemistry, Nursing, Forensics, Medicine, Biomedical Science, Ecology, Zoology, Veterinary 

Science, Sport Science, Genetics, Physiotherapy, Pharmacology and many more. In addition, 

the study of Biology also helps students to build up skills in research, problem solving,               

organisation and analytical skills.

Forfurther information pleasecontact: MissSutton Science@southwolds.uk

B
io

lo
g

y



Business

Qualificationstudiedfor: A Level

Lengthof course: Twoyears

Examiningbody: Edexcel

Entry requirements to this course:You do not need to have studied Business Studies at GCSE 
and you will not be disadvantaged in the slightest if you have not.  On a number of occasions, 
the highest attaining students have been those who have not studied Business at GCSE.   
Students require at least a Grade 5 in Maths GCSE as the course contains a great deal of 
number work.

What will I study?

During the first year you will be introduced to the market, which will enable you to 
understand how businesses identify opportunities and to explore how businesses focus on 
developing a competitive advantage through interacting with customers.  You will also 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΣ 
as well as the role of enterprising individuals and leaders.  You will then go on to explore the 
finance and operations functions and investigate external influences on business.

Howwill I be assessed?

At the end of year 2 you will be required to sit three exams:
Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses (35% of total award)
Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy (35% of total award)
Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive environment (30% of total award)
Each of the three papers aretwo hours long.Each paper comprises of two sections each 
containing one data  response question broken down into a number of parts, including one 
extended open-response question.Paper 3 is synoptic, so will therefore assess content 
across all themes of the A Level course.Paper 3 is based on a pre-released context.The 
context will focus on a broad area, such as an industry or market in which businesses   
operate. A new context document will be issued to the school each year.Students will be 
able to research the context prior to the exam, but will not be allowed to take any of their 
research data into the examination.

Career paths:
It will provide you with one of your three A Level requirements for entry onto a university 
degree course.  It will also substantially help with any management aspirations in business 
such as Finance, Marketing, Human Resources or Operations.  Alternatively, you will have 
received the basic skills required to set up and run your own small business.

Forfurther information pleasecontact: Mrs SpencerBusiness@southwolds.uk
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